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Event: The Privatization of the Post-2015 Development
Agenda
Invitation to an event on April 8, 2014 in New York:
Partnerships for sustainable development are
increasingly being promoted as a major, if not the
primary, enabler for the implementation of the
successor international sustainable development
goals to replace the MDGs by 2015. However, a
growing number of civil society groups warn against a partnership
approach that places primary emphasis on enticing private sector
participation and investments as this risks reinforcing the coporate
capture of the post-2015 agenda.
This one-and-a-half hour Public Forum aims to inform civil society
organizations and member states with critical perspectives on the major
issues and challenges associated with partnerships with the "private
sector" for sustainable development.

Statement by Righting Finance Initiative
On April 3-4, 2014 the Intergovernmental Committee
of Experts on Financing Sustainable Development
holds a consultation on "Co-Creating New Partnerships
for Financing Sustainable Development" in Helsinki,
Finland. This committee was established by the
outcome document of the Rio+20 conference, which
called for committee of experts tasked with preparing a
report "proposing options on an effective sustainable
development financing strategy to facilitate the
mobilization of resources and their effective use in achieving sustainable
development objectives".
In a statement for the occasion, Righting Finance says that "in view of
the systemic market failures of the past decade, we are convinced now
more than ever of the need for an effective and capable government as a
protector and guarantor of human rights in development rather than a
mere enabler of private sector development".

14 Misconceptions about Extraterritorial Human Rights
Obligations
A new brochure by ETO Consortium reacts to the
considerable urgency to strengthen Extraterritorial
Obligations by States (ETOs) and implement the
primacy of human rights in the middle of diverse and
global crises. On the basis of its mandate, the ETO
Consortium deals with economic, social and cultural
rights and uses the Maastricht Principles on States’
extraterritorial obligations as its key term of reference.
Just as the Maastricht Principles carry the spirit of
indivisibility of human rights, so do the responses to these fourteen
misconceptions. They are applicable to extraterritorial obligations
related to human rights in general.

LBT Activists Call on Governments not to Use Rights as
Bargaining Chips
Governments at the United Nations Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW) ignored evidence of and regional
support for key elements of sustainable development in its
declaration adopted March 21, 2014, says a coalition of
lesbian, bisexual women, trans* (LBT) and allied activists
and organizations in a statement. The human rights of
people targeted because of sexual orientation and gender
identity or expression have long been recognized by UN
entities and expert bodies as part of general human rights protections.
However, some governments continue to create conditions that limit the
ability for all people to enjoy these rights.

The Political Economy of Offshore Jurisdictions
A recently published book adds further insights into the
political economy of offshore jurisdictions. It raises
questions about why offshore has been off-limits for
serious political discussion for so many decades. What
is the importance of the offshore economy? Is online
Gambling a Game Changer to Money Laundering?
What is the rationale behind the Secrecy Index of Tax
Justice Network? How does Automatic Tax Information
Exchange work? Is Austria a tax haven? With which
ideology and with which narratives was it possible to
avoid public discussions about the offshore economy? Which were the
effects of “offshore leaks” in the spring 2013?

Women respond to UN SDG proposal
At the ninth session of the UN General Assembly's
Open Working Group (OWG) on Sustainable
Development Goals, the Women's Major Group (WMG)
issued a response to the 19 proposed focus areas,
assembled by the OWG in February. Through their
response WMG contributes to the intergovernmental
processes on SDGs and reflect the broad range of areas.
The WMG is pleased to see an integrated approach,
recognising the inter-linkages between the focus areas.
It appreciates the stand-alone focus on gender equality and women's
empowerment, as well as the dealing with inequalities,
multidimensional character of poverty or the universal access to
education. However, it regrets that women's rights are not mentioned in
the document, although equality and empowerment cannot be furthered
"without firm commitment to and fulfillment of women's human
rights".

Country by Country Reporting - Tax Justice Focus
The Tax Justice Network has released its latest
newsletter - this time a special edition on Country
by Country reporting edited by Richard Murphy,
whom you might call the godfather of this
accounting idea. He has brought together
different authors from the OECD, the
Confederation of British Industry, from Global
Witness and Eurodad. Together they present a unique picture of the
current state of the campaign for country-by-country reporting
throughout the world.

Subsidy reform and economic and social rights
The Arab NGO Network for Development, in
collaboration with the Egyptian Center for
Economic and Social Rights and the New
America’s Middle East Task Force, recently
conducted a study of IMF recommendations to Arab governments,
particularly those pertaining to austerity measures and subsidy regimes.
The report is based on systematic reviews of IMF staff reports on
transitioning Arab countries – Tunisia, Morocco, Jordan, Yemen and
Egypt – and consultations with regionally-based civil society
organizations and thought leaders.

UN Commission Calls for Increased Efforts to Promote
Gender Equality
Last Saturday, March 22, 2014, the 58th session of the UN
Commission on the Status of Women ended with a strong
call to prioritize gender equality and the human rights of
women in order to achieve sustainable development. In an
article, Development Alternatives with Women for a New
Era (DAWN) analyzes the outcomes of the meeting and
applaudes the governments who stood up for the rights of
all individuals to live free of violence, discrimination, and
barriers to accessing sexual and reproductive health services,
particularly for girls. However, advocates expressed disappointment
that a small minority of conservative governments spurred on by the
Holy See—which holds special observer status at the UN—held up
negotiations by objecting to concepts as fundamental as gender and the
human rights of women throughout the two weeks of negotiations.
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Partnerships for sustainable development are increasingly being
promoted as a major, if not the primary, enabler for the implementation
of the successor international sustainable development goals to replace
the MDGs by 2015. However, a growing number of civil society groups
warn against a partnership approach that places primary emphasis on
enticing private sector participation and investments as this risks
reinforcing the corporate capture of the post-2015 agenda.
This one-and-a-half hour Public Forum aims to inform civil society
organizations and member states with critical perspectives on the major
issues and challenges associated with partnerships with the "private
sector" for sustainable development.
Download the invitation here.
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