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Upcoming Events
Following up on Addis Ababa
The outcome document for the Third International
Conference on Financing for Development (FfD3) is
being finalized at the United Nations in New York.
This is a key moment to make an assessment and
influence the issues under negotiation to ensure
progress is not lost in the interests of fact-tracking consensus. The outcome
document must establish new ground on a range of issues such as combatting
illicit financial flows and global tax cooperation. At a side-event jointly organized
by Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, APWLD, Regions Refocus, DAWN, SID, Latindadd,
CIDSE, FTC, Eurodad, GPF, Social Watch, Third World Network and ANND, we
want to discuss proposals and compromises on the table and look into possible
outcomes of the Addis Ababa conference.
Following up on Addis Ababa
What will we need to sustain the outcomes of the 3rd International Conference on
Financing for Development?
Side-event during the 3rd Drafting Session for the Outcome Document for FfD3
Thursday, 18 June 2015, 1 – 2:30 pm
Bahá’Í International Community Office, 866 UN Plaza, Suite 120, New York
For more information on the program and registration, please visit our website.

Global Policy Watch
Commemoration of the 20th Anniversary of the World
Summit for Social Development
At the panel to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the World summit for Social
Development, Social Watch coordinator Roberto Bissio said that “as we advance
into the post-2015 agenda, some key ideas endorsed by the Social Summit are
being reaffirmed. Inequalities are back in the agenda, after having disappeared for
15 years, and universality is recovered, with a strong sense of social protection
floor. It is urgent, though, to make serious progress in the implementation of those
agreed aspirations. Inequalities are in the title of a goal but nowhere to be found
on the proposed indicators and a clear financing commitment on social protection
floors (cash transfers/benefits for children, for people of working age in cases of
maternity, unemployment, disability or work injury, and pensions for older
persons, and other schemes) is still missing, even when now as in 1995, the
resources are there.”
by Roberto Bissio, Social Watch

Can peace be measured?
The post 2015 process will result in the adoption –by Heads of States at the United
Nations on September- of a set of universal and transformative Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and targets.
The success of this agenda is also connected to the outcome of the discussion on
indicators, which is taking place within the Inter-Agency Expert Group and the
UN Statistical Commission.
by Marina Ponti, Social Watch

SDGs: Goals and targets left behind
This table was compiled by Social Watch from quotes of the Sustainable
Development Goals as proposed by the Open Working Group and endorsed by the
UN General Assembly as the basis for the new development agenda and the “First
proposed priority indicator list” compiled by UNSD in preparation of the first
meeting of the Inter-Agency Expert Group on SDGs, New York, June 1 and 2,
2015.

Lost in indicators: How the “experts” are rewriting the
SDGs
Almost one third of the targets that define the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
approved by the governments at the UN are being de facto rewritten or deleted by
the Inter-Agency Expert Group proposal of “priority indicators” published June 1
in New York. Important notions included in the SDGs such as labour rights,
women rights to property, financial services, inheritance and natural resources
and many commitments of developed countries to support the efforts of
developing countries are excluded from the proposed list of indicators and would
therefore not form part of the UN reviews of the new development agenda.
by Roberto Bissio, Social Watch

Financial Integrity and Transparency in the Post-2015
Agenda
In this contribution to a session on “From Millenium to Sustainable Development
Goals: Is transparency the key to unlocking our human potential?” at the GFI/FES
Conference on “Financial Transparency and Human Rights” Hubert Schillinger
does not elaborate on the positive impact of more financial transparency and the
curbing of illicit financial flows for the realization of the new set of global goals.
Rather, he a) looks at the role financial integrity and transparency is playing so far
in the Post-2015 Development Agenda and b) makes some suggestions as to how
this framework could be harnessed further to promote the agenda for financial
justice and the curbing of illicit financial flows.
by Hubert René Schillinger, FES Geneva

A milestone on the road to fairer global taxation?
For decades, development policy was shaped by the notion that the poor countries
of the Global South needed money from the wealthy North in order to advance in
their development. At the latest since the 2008/09 financial crisis this view of
things has, it seems, begun to change. In the current Global Governance Spotlight,
Wolfgang Obenland, Program Coordinator of the Global Policy Forum, analyses
the negotiations on the outcome document of the Third International Conference
on Financing for Development, scheduled to take place from 13 to 17 July 2015 in
Addis Ababa, and shares his assessment regarding its progressiveness.
by Wolfgang Obenland, Global Policy Forum

Some Civil Society views on accountability
As UN negotiations on the post 2015 framework begin to tackle the complex issues
of accountability, review and follow up, the diversity of views, perspectives and the
lack of concrete proposals make the likelihood of finding an agreement remote
indeed.
by Marina Ponti, Social Watch

Private investment dominates, systemic issues ignored
as EU Ministers discuss the future of development
finance
EU Ministers met on May 26 to finalise the EU’s position ahead of the crucial UN
Financing for Development (FFD) summit in Addis Ababa. The EU position
reveals that the Ministers prefer to promote a controversial and problematic
reliance on private finance rather than tackling crucial systemic issues such as the
need for global tax reform. Other issues addressed during the meeting were the
existing aid commitments as well as tax justice. However, according to the head of
Tax Justice and Financing for Development at Eurodad, Tove Ryding, there is a
very real risk that the international negotiations will collapse if the EU Ministers
don’t become more ambitious.
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Regulatory framework fails to match hope placed on
private companies, new studies say
Negotiations towards the Third International Conference on
Financing for Development, to be held in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)
on July 13-16, are in full gear. In line with ongoing trends in the
landscape of development assistance, deliberations thus far have
shown a strong promotion, especially by Northern countries, of
increased reliance on private sector sources for development
funding. Two new studies set out to interrogate what does this
mean for the language on human rights accountability of the
private sector that we should expect to see negotiated in the
conference, and whether expectations are being met by reality.

INGOs in Haiti: Development Actors as agents for
Alternatives to Development?
NGOs, particularly those seeking to imagine and practice
alternatives, are confronted with the pitfalls of this aspiration and the
reality of being a part of the structured mainstream development
apparatus. Very little practical research has been conducted so far,
both about the consequences for their work, as well as conflicts
within Post-Development theory itself. Indeed, although PostDevelopment has been discussed extensively on a theoretical level
and been criticized for lacking propositions of concrete and constructive
alternatives, spaces for a practical Post-Development implementation have yet to
be explored. In this discussion Julia Schoeneberg aims to investigate what
practical contribution Post-Development has to offer for progressive development
work. The focus of her paper is laid on partnerships and cooperation between
Haitian and international NGOs.

The current tax system is broken and needs reform
The recently published declaration by ICRICT (Independent
Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation)
argues that the current tax system has become obsolete as a result
of globalization and the changing world economy. ICRICT states
that an adjustment of the tax system is indispensable and that the
efforts by OECD are not sufficient. The commission therefore aims
to push governments around the world to take action. The
declaration presents a set of principles and recommendations for
reform. One key recommendation is to abolish the separate entity principle which
is considered to be the fundamental problem of the current tax system. ICRICT
recommends to treat multinational corporations as single and unified firms and to
divide the taxable profits between the countries where the income generating
activities are located.

G7 food initiative driving hunger in African countries, say
global civil society groups
Politicians and executives from some of the world’s biggest
agribusiness companies are meeting in Cape Town, South
Africa, on June 3, 2015, for the leadership council of the
controversial New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition. On
the same day, a coalition of a hundred farmers’ organisations,
social movements, unions and civil society groups around the
world have released a statement calling on the G7 and African governments to
stop supporting the New Alliance. The policies of the New Alliance have been
criticised as they “facilitate the grabbing of land and other natural resources,
further marginalize small-scale producers, and undermine the right to adequate
food and nutrition.”

New Call for an International Legal Framework on
Business and Human Rights
In June 2014, the UN Human Rights Council adopted
Resolution 26/9 to establish an Intergovernmental Working
Group (IGWG) whose mandate shall be to elaborate an
international legally-binding instrument to regulate the
activities of transnational corporations and other business
enterprises with respect to human rights. Ahead of the upcoming first session of
the IGWG on 6-10 July 2015, the Treaty Alliance, a coalition of more than 610
NGOs and 400 individuals across the globe, calls on all civil society organizations
and States to actively and constructively participate in this process. The new
Treaty Alliance joint statement calls for signatures to demand strong regulation of
corporate human rights abuses, new strong systems of remedy for affected people
and no undue corporate interference in the treaty-making process.

Money Talks: Africa at the G7
At their forthcoming summit in Germany, G7 leaders will meet
some of their African counterparts to discuss how they can
support economic growth and sustainable development in
Africa. According to a recent report published by Oxfam
International, the continent has enjoyed a recent economic
boom but the rich world is reaping the rewards of this growth,
as billions of dollars a year flow out of Africa. This is depriving
it of vital revenue that could enable it to fund healthcare and
education for all, and invest at scale in sustainable agriculture. The report states
that in 2010 alone, G7-based companies and investors cheated Africa out of an
estimated $US6bn through just one form of tax dodging –trade mispricing.

Responsibilities beyond borders: unlocking the post2015 stalemate on international cooperation
As the UN holds two seminal, simultaneous meetings this week
to determine the future of the post-2015 and the financing for
development (FfD) agendas, the Center for Economic and Social
Rights and Third World Network are launching a new briefing
which argues that human rights obligations can provide a fresh
lens on one of the most entrenched stalemates in the
negotiations: the respective responsibilities of governments
North and South to achieve and to finance the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Indigenous Peoples Right to Free, Prior and Informed
Consent: The Peruvian case
The right of indigenous peoples to free, prior, and informed
consent in relation to development, infrastructure, and
resource extraction projects is critical to the realization of all
indigenous rights connected to the preservation and control
of their territories. In a legal argument regarding this right,
Mónica Yriart, an attorney in constitutional law, human
rights and the rights of indigenous peoples, asserts that national political powers
have no intention of conceding the right of consent to indigenous peoples, and that
it is now essential to trace a carefully planned, and well timed strategy, from the
first step to the last, and to “accept no failure.” Especially in the light of the current
conflicts around the Tía María mining project and the plans of 20 hydroelectric
dams on the Marañón River in Peru, the right of indigenous peoples to free, prior
and informed consent is of vital importance.

WHO: Work on non-State actors engagement framework
to continue
The recently concluded 68th World Health Assembly (WHA)
adopted a resolution to continue negotiations on WHO’s
Framework for Engagement with Non-State Actors. The seven
days of hectic negotiation, which started on 20 May could not
reach consensus on critical issues due to the divergence of
views among Member States. These issues include the definition of resources,
secondments, the relation of WHO with industries other than the tobacco and
arms industry, transparency requirements, oversight mechanism of engagements
with non-State actors (NSAs), ceiling on financial resources, and others. The
advocates for enhanced engagement with NSAs are developed countries and this
was viewed by developing countries as an attempt to facilitate corporate capture of
the WHO.

The Third FFD Conference Follow-up
As governments negotiate the Third Financing for Development
Conference (FFD 3) to be held in Addis Ababa (13-16 July 2015),
an important decision that they will have to make refers to the
follow-up process. This brief piece by CIDSE offers some thoughts
on the international dimensions of such monitoring,
accountability and review mechanisms. The briefing note
elucidates that the FFD follow-up process has two roles to fulfill: it
should serve as a coordination forum for tracking progress on all
sources of finance for development, and secondly it should support
the SDGs. Nevertheless the paper points out why it is crucial that
the FFD follow-up process needs to be separate and autonomous
from the Post-2015 agenda.

Private investment dominates, systemic issues ignored:
EU Ministers discuss development finance
EU Ministers met on May 26 to finalise the EU’s position ahead
of the crucial UN Financing for Development (FFD) summit in
Addis Ababa. The EU position reveals that the Ministers prefer
to promote a controversial and problematic reliance on private
finance rather than tackling crucial systemic issues such as the
need for global tax reform. Other issues addressed during the
meeting were the existing aid commitments as well as tax
justice. However, according to the head of Tax Justice and
Financing for Development at Eurodad, Tove Ryding, there is a
very real risk that the international negotiations will collapse if
the EU Ministers don't become more ambitious.
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